
Espoo Convention and Civil Society Participation in

Transboundary Consultations

online training

The Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) was
signed in 1991, under the United Nation Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), and entered into force in
1997. The Espoo (EIA) Convention sets out the obligations of Parties to assess the environmental impact of
certain activities at an early stage of planning. It also lays down the general obligation of States to notify and
consult each other on all major projects under consideration that are likely to have significant adverse
transboundary environmental impacts.

Applications of the Espoo Convention in the Western Balkan region, related to transboundary consultations, are
often overlooked and both authorities and civil society lack experience and knowledge on the rules and
procedures of the Convention. This is why RERI, with the support of the European Fund for the Balkans, is
organizing a two day online training for regional environmental organizations, local activists and interested
individuals in the Western Balkans region aiming to introduce civil society organisation with the Espoo
Convention rules and procedures to improve transboundary consultations and to strengthen civil society
cooperation in environmental matters.

Programme

1st day: Espoo Convention - principles, objectives and scope

Wednesday, 22nd of December, 10:00 - 13:30 CET

On the first day, professor Jerzy Jedrośka, member of the Aarhus Compliance Committee and former
member of the Implementation Committee of the Espoo Convention will deliver lectures on the purpose
and importance of the Espoo Convention.

The participants will learn more about key elements of the Espoo Convention - its history, objectives and
scope; roles and responsibilities of authorities and stakeholders with special focus on non-governmental
organizations' role in participating in transboundary consultations; procedure step by step;

2nd day: Transboundary consultations in the Western Balkans

Thursday, 23rd of December, 10:00 - 13:30 CET

On the second day, the aim is to strengthen understanding of the procedures through practical exercises
and examples. Participants will have an opportunity to examine case studies presented by environmental
civil society organisations from the region that have participated in transboundary consultations (RERI,
Center for Environment, Bankwatch Romania) and discuss the Espoo convention application in the Western
Balkans with regional authorities (Brankica Cmiljanovic, Ministry of Environment, Spatial Planning and
Urbanism of Montenegro, Focal Point for the ESPOO Convention and SEA Protocol).



Registration

Please register for attendance through this short registration form. The deadline for
registrations is Monday 20th of December.

All participants will receive the detailed agenda and Zoom link before the training. The
working language of the training will be English.

Lecturers

Jerzy Jendrośka Ph.D., Professor at Opole University (Poland) and Riga Graduate School of Law
(Latvia). Professor Jendrośka has been heavily involved in a number of international negotiations,
including serving as the Vice-Chair of the Aarhus Convention negotiations (1996-1998) and SEA
Protocol negotiations (2001-2003), as the Secretary to the Aarhus Convention (1998-1999) and as the
vice-Chair (1999- 2002) and later the Chair (2002-2003) of the Aarhus Convention Bureau. He served
as a member of the Implementation Committee of the Espoo Convention (2004-2017) .

He currently serves as a member of the Aarhus Compliance Committee (since 2005). In Poland he
served as Vice-Chair of the State GMO Commision (2002-2006), member of National EIA Commisison
(1994-2008) and a member of the State Environmental Protection Council (2014-2019) .

Professor Jendrośka has been involved as a leading legal consultant in drafting environmental
legislation (in particular related to EIA, SEA and Aarhus Convention-related issues) in Poland and in a
number of countries in EU, Eastern and South_Eastern Europe, South Caucasus, Central Asia and China,
and in the Latin America and Caribbean. He has authored and/or edited 31 books and more than 250
articles on environmental law.

Brankica Cmiljanić, ESPOO focal point for Montenegro, Head of Directorate of Horizontal
legislation in the Ministry of Ecology, Spatial Planning and Urbanism in Montenegro. Brankica has
more than 14 years of experience in the area of the environment. Brankica is the Secretary of the SAA
(Association and Stabilization Agreement) Team of Montenegro to the EU for the Environment,
Transport, Energy and Regional Policy, The member of Negotiation Team of MNE to the EU for the
Chapter 27-Environment and Climate Change; The Contact of Point for the Environmental Security,
The UNECE National Contact of Point and Focal Point for the ESPOO Convention and SEA Protocol.

The scope of her work covers the harmonization of the national legislation with the EU Acquis, the
cross cutting issues related to sectoral policies, such as energy, transport, agriculture, water, etc…and
for other areas such as strategic environmental assessment, environmental impact assessment, public
access to environmental information end environmental information, environmental liability,
environmental crime, infrastructure for the spatial information (INSPIRE), transboundary
consultation, etc.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJNNt5baw-BnbZspSAWXb0HDxh0s9FEUk2bJsszCu_gejrMQ/viewform


Redžib Skomorac, Center for Environment (Bosnia and Herzegovina), graduated from the Faculty
of Law, involved in several projects, inside and outside the country, with a focus on environmental
conservation, sustainability and advocacy for the green agenda. He is engaged in the Program for
Energy and Climate Change with the aim of protecting the community and nature from unscrupulous
exploitation. Center for Environment was founded in 1999 as a non-profit and non-partisan
association that advocates changes in society by influencing relevant environmental policies in Bosnia
and Herzegovina and internationally

Ioana Ciută, CEE Bankwatch Network (Romania), coordinator of the Balkans Beyond Coal
campaign, preventing new coal capacities from being built in the Western Balkans region. She works
closely with member groups and partners from Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and
Macedonia, offering support to the national campaigns, while also advocating for stricter
environmental regional policies. Prior to joining Bankwatch, she covered nuclear energy development
in Romania and Bulgaria, and followed the international climate change negotiations.

Hristina Vojvodić, Renewables and Environmental Regulatory Institute “RERI” (Serbia), legal
expert with a focus on the implementation and application of the EU acquis in the area of energy and
environmental law. She is mainly responsible for monitoring the foreign investments in Serbia. She is
currently a PhD candidate at the Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade and she is the author of several
academic papers in the field of environmental protection and commercial law.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The training is organized by RERI within the project Regional cooperation for a better
environment in the Western Balkans, supported by the European Fund for the Balkans.
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